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CRIB DRIVE: HFD PARTNERS WITH LOCAL ENITIES TO 
PREVENT SIDS AND LAY-OVER DEATHS 
�

The Houston Fire Department, Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services, 
Houston/Harris County Child Fatality Review Team, and The Furniture Bank have partnered to 
kick-off the first ever Prevent SIDS and Lay-Over Deaths Crib Drive Saturday, September 18, 
2004 at 10:00 a.m. at The Furniture Bank, 6300 Bowling Green Street.   
 
Harris County Judge Robert Eckels and Mayor Bill White will lead the media event on this 
important drive.   
 
During the press conference, the first three donated cribs will be given to mothers assessed in 
need (two are bi-lingual) and an HFD firefighter will demonstrate the hazards of putting an infant 
in an unsafe sleeping environment.  The drive will run until October 3, 2004.   
 
Sleeping arrangements for infants are crucial to their safety and the safest place for a baby to 
sleep is alone in a crib where there is less risk of asphyxiation from bedding or a parent or sibling 
rolling over on them.   Many infant deaths may be prevented if the families have a crib to put their 
baby to sleep in, yet since cribs are expensive many local families cannot afford one.  
 
“With an estimated 44,000 families with children under the age of five in Harris County living 
under the Federal Poverty Level Guidelines, we know the need for safe cribs is big,” said Sharon 
M. Derrick, Ph.D. HCPHES Injury Surveillance Coordinator.  “ In the last four years there were 
105 local SIDS deaths and from 2002-2003 there were 29 local infant who died while sleeping 
with parents or older siblings.  What’s sad is that some of these deaths may have been prevented 
if free or low-cost safe cribs were available in our community.” 
 
Since this is the first crib drive, the partnering agencies do not know how many cribs they can 
expect to have donated.  Parents who are not planning to have more children and whose children 
have out-grown their cribs are being asked to drop their cribs with all hardware attached in a bag 
to five local fire stations or The Furniture Bank.  Check and credit card donations are also being 
accepted through The Furniture Bank.  
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Families receiving the cribs are assessed for need by AVANCE and Neighborhood Centers, Inc. 
Early Head Starts agencies, as well as some other local non-profits. 
 
Recipient families will receive baby and crib safety classes.   
 
Crib, and gently used baby furniture, check and credit card donations accepted at: The Furniture 
Bank, 6300 Bowling Green Street, Houston, Texas 77021, Phone: (713)842-9771. 
 
Crib donations and gently used baby furniture only: 
HFD Fire Station #2, 5800 Woodway (Tanglewood area) 
HFD Fire Stations #15, 5306 North main (Heights area) 
HFD Fire Station # 72, 17401 Saturn Lane (Clear Lake area) 
HFD Fire Station # 75, 1995 S. Dairy Ashford (I-10 West area) 
HFD Fire Station # 101, 1863 Kingwood Drive (Kingwood area) 
 
(Maps to the fire stations may be found at www.houstonfire.org) 
 
Mothers or expectant mothers in need of a crib can call and enroll in Early Head Start at AVANCE 
(713)224-6626 or Neighborhood Centers (713)273-3000.  Prenatal services are available at 
HCPHES Clinics. 
 
For further questions, contact Lisa M. Hayes with the Houston Fire Department at (713)495-7927. 
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